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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Upon entry of this Amendment, Claims 45-50 will be pending in the application. 

Independent Claim 45 has been amended to more clearly recite a system for 
providing financial accounting statements for a first entity, comprising: a first computer having 
at least one file from which an accounting statement may be generated; a second computer for 
receiving data inputs, said data inputs including electronically recorded financial transaction 
information made between said first entity and a second entity; and an open communication 
network capable of transferring said data inputs from said second computer to said file of said 
first computer , wherein said data inputs in said file of said first computer may be used to produce 
said accounting statements derived fi-om said financial transaction information including income, 
expense, asset and/or liability information for said first entity. 

Claims 28-44 and 51-70 have been canceled without prejudice. 

Double Patenting 

Claims 28 and 35-50 were rejected on the ground of non- statutory obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over certain claims of co-pending Application Serial 
No. 09/975,457. hi view of the fact that the 09/975,457 apphcation has been abandoned, it is 
submitted that the obviousness-type double patenting rejection based thereon should be 
withdrawn. 

Claims 28, 35-51 and 67-69 were rejected on the ground of non- statutory 
obviousness-type double patenting over Claims 1-18 of U.S. Patent No. 5,875,435. AppHcant 
notes that a Terminal Disclaimer over the 5,875,435 patent was previously submitted to the 
Office during prosecution of the present apphcation on May 15, 2003. A copy of the previously 
submitted Terminal Disclaimer, and accompanying transmittal form, fee transmittal, facsimile 
cover sheet, and facsimile receipt confirmation are attached. It is submitted that that the 
previously submitted Terminal Disclaimer obviates the non-statutory double-patenting rejection 
over the 5,875,435 patent. 
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35 U.S.C. § 101 Reiections 
Claims 28-44, 51-54, 63-66 and 70 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 101 as 
allegedly being drawn to non-statutory subject matter. Applicant submits that these claims recite 
statutory subject matter. However, in view of the fact that Claims 28-44, 51-54, 63-66 and 70 
have been canceled by the present Amendment, the 35 U.S.C. § 101 rejection has been obviated. 

35 U.S.C. § 102 Reiections 
Claims 28-39 and 41-70 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly 
being anticipated by Nelson '265. With respect to independent Claim 45, the Office Action 
states: 

Nelson teaches a system, method and computer readable medium 
containing instruction for providing financial accounting statements for a 
first entity, comprising: 

a first computer having at least one file from which an accounting 
statement may be generated (see Finance Dept. Terminal (42)); 

a second computer for receiving data inputs, said data inputs 
including electronically recorded financial transaction information made 
between said first entity and a second entity (see Fig. 2, Central Processing 
System (30), Record Storage (50); 

an open communication network for transferring said data inputs 
from said second computer to said file of said first computer (see Fig. 1, 
column 3, lines 7-12, 20-24; where different terminal are linlced to 
processing system 20 through data communication link) 

means for performing two or more activities selected fi-om the 
group consisting of entering, deleting, reviewing, adjusting and processing 
said data inputs, and producing said accounting statement derived from the 
financial transaction information including income, expense, asset and/or 
liability information for the first entity (see Fig. 2, Central Processing 
System (30); column 3, lines 65-67 to column 1-12; column 6, lines 26-31; 
column 9, lines 43-50). 

Applicant submits that the presently claimed invention is patentable over Nelson 
'265. Independent Claim 45, as amended, recites a system for providing financial accounting 
statements for a first entity, comprising: a first computer having at least one file from which an 
accounting statement may be generated; a second computer for receiving data inputs, said data 
inputs including electronically recorded financial transaction information made between said first 
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entity and a second entity; and an open communication network capable of transferring said data 
inputs from said second computer to said file of said first computer, wherein said data inputs in 
said file of said first computer may be used to produce said accounting statements derived from 
said financial transaction information including income, expense, asset and/or liability 
information for said first entity. The combination of features recited in Claim 45 is not taught or 
suggested by Nelson '265. 

The Examiner is apparently reading the first computer recited in Claim 45 on the 
finance department terminal shown as element 42 in Fig. 1 of Nelson '265. However, as 
disclosed at column 3, lines 61-64 of the reference, the terminal (42) is merely used to print out 
periodic statements and billing statements for clients. There is no disclosure that the terminal 
(42) could be a computer, nor that such a terminal could be connected via an open 
communication network to receive data inputs including electronically recorded financial 
transaction information made between first and second entities, as recited in Claim 45. For at 
least those reasons, Claim 45, and Claims 46-50 which depend therefrom, are patentable over 
Nelson '265. 

Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
Applicant is in the process of preparing a Supplemental Infoi-mation Disclosure 
Statement, which will be submitted to the Office under separate cover. 

Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is submitted that Claims 45- 
50 are patentable over the prior art of record, and the application is in condition for allowance. 
Accordingly, an early notice of allowance of this application is respectfully requested. 
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In the event that any outstanding matters remain in connection with this 
apphcation, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at (412) 263-4340 to discuss 
such matters. 




Registration No. 32,949 

Pietragallo Gordon Alfano Bosick & Raspanti, LLP 
One Oxford Centre, 38* Floor 
301 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

(412) 263-4340 Attorney for Applicant 
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